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HISTORIQAL RECORD

379TH FIGHTER SQUADRON - 522NQ FIGHTER GROUP

4 _ revy
T MARCH 1943 to 3E-JANUARE-1944

Squadron activated at Wostover Fidld, Mass., 1 March 1943, per par
1, Goneral Order #7, First Fighter Command, deted 19 February 1945. Table

of organizating Jfb?, deted July 1942, Cadre of Enlisted men furnished by-$&

222nd Fightor Squadron, 326th Fighter Group, Westover Field, Mass.

Squadron attachod to 322nd Fighter Squadron for quarters, rations adminis=
tro tion and duty. 1st Lt, Raymond C, Schindler Jr,. A/C 0432455, assigned
as adjutart, asv=wd temporgry duty as Commanding Of'ficera

Eight (8) Enlis’ed men and Two (2) Officors assigned with ca dro.

Squadron mechanics and Armorers worked on line with 326th Fightw~

Group; Squadron sta rted ground training by taking sircraft recognition
at Group Headquarhters. ' Alzo calisthenics and drill werc given in the
morning, Wers very fortunate in being able to draw our athletic equipment
and sterted forming our softball team. Much competition was furnished

by the Officers team.

The excitement grew as each daoy passed for every one kaew we were
preparing for overseasc Equipmnent ste rted pouring in and the carpenters
were kept busy building the necessa ry boxes for packing, The mechanics
sterted reading tech orders on the P-47 but some of the old Army men
still hoved tha t the rumor of getting P-5lts might come true, Everyone
heted the hour when Sgt. Anderson (a/c recognition flash) and Fireball
Higgins annouaced the recognition class, Of course, everyone went for
they kmew ‘she importance of the class, Cpl, Lehner, our only S~2 man
war 2Lwoys swwn locking over the maps tring to figure out where our
group would be sent, The s quadron was well represented in Group Head=
quarters for our Adjutant wes also Acttg Group C.0. in the absence of
Lt. Col. Magoffin,

On April 1st the Squadron was relieved from 322nd Fighter Squadron
for retions and admiuistration, The 377th Fighter Squadron and Group
Headquarters Detachment was attached for rations. Group Headquarters
Dotachment was also attached for guerters. Soon afterwards nn cverseas
physical examination Was given for we thought the boat trip wos near
but much to our disappoipiment we moved across the ficld to a mew area
noar *he Chicopec Gabe the next day. On Apr3l Tth we lost the 27Tth
for rations and in the same week we. Troceivad Captain Lesvwer M. thancellor
AC, 0-42770), wko assumed command of tho sguadron, On tie 28th of the month
Capt. Chancellor w as ararded the Distinguished Flying -ross for valorous
actions in the Alaskan Defense Command where he shot dovm an enemy
dive hombor, 4 Junc 1942. Troops wero reviewed by Major Geueral Ralph
Royce, Commanding General, First Air Force and Bastern Defense Command,
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Sqgdn History Contd

Qur Squ.drons new Lrel WS coupriscd of threu two-story burvecks,
divided into work scctions; Engincurs, JTLOTCTS, Ordn:nce cnd Overhead
pbarrccks. The letter pbeing occipicd by the Ordcrly Roon, Trensportation
Ops, S-2 and Supply. The upper section of the Overhead barrack was turned
over to Group Headguarters Detech.ent. Other buildings thet conprised
our erca were the Orderly Roow, supply «nd Ordnence, Day Room, Infiruery
and Mess Hell. Te were supplied with furniture by the base QU sup Ly
and nagazines by the Special Service 0fficer. The¢ Day Roon becanc a place
of relexation and in the afternoon we used it suitiple for a clasi I'OOU.
Through the onth our ground training progrei prcgresséd’:nd goon thec uwn
showed inproveiaunt on thelr knowlcdge of nilit.ry higicne, first «id, and
orgunizction of the Aruy Air Corps.

our trcining progriul sontinued thru the nonth of June with the Squedron
receiving the f. -ilicrizction coursc on the pistol, calibre .45, ¢t the
Westover Field ringe. The 20th scw the Squudron poeking cnd turning in
equipnent on the big woving d:y Junc oond., Tic deperted Westover Field by
. otor convoy, wrriving ot tho new st tion, Brudley Field, Conn, Lt. Rarcy,
Houghton ind Puidler Wele cssignud ws Flight Leaders. On the 29th we received
our pilots froum Wustover Ficld of whou uiny :1recdy hed 20-30 hours in the
p-47. Those couing to our Squadron were Rnd Lts, Abdclleh, ishford, B..rnis,
Booth, Brocks, Doty, Farrell, Foltz, Gee (the Test Pointer), Ceyer, Gill,
Gordon, Jensen, Kitts, Larsen, ilajor, Lee, McCleary, McKee, Putnai:, Shunwaey,
cuteliffe, Wilcke and %Yood. Th e pilots started thelr OTU training with
verious classcs in weather, S-2 subjects, drill, first aid, woepons, athletics,
cte. The calisted uen finished up their ground treining and sturted work on
the line. W/Sgt Cuneo in Line Chief with T/Sgts Richardson, Teylor end j‘organ
for Flight Chicfs., In irasuent T/Sgt Cipricno 1s depertient heed, Orvdnence is
hoaded-by Cpl. Maxwell, Couunicotions by §/Sgt Roz um, Tech Supply by 8/8gt
sedlock, Tromsportation by Sgt Luwis, licss Hall by s/sgt Quinn, Operafions
vy S/Sgt Groo, Personncl Office by &/sgt Hecronm, Qi by S/Sgt Heuss, Intelligence
by §/Sgt indcrson and T/8gt Kollar wce in chiTge of Engineering Meintencnce.
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; x__“,ufn- T - t0 geT their decartment sat up. T EL russell wid.-Bgt Fwehne-
o =WEFe oul trying to get furniture for tbe Tii«us Toom, finelly mecelwing help ’
from the Red Ceese oN vhq IL81d 4lrcagh wilch they obtained-uwncuylh forr the
threa Sgucd~oas aad had the 379th Tixed up in & kig wag. '
Cur arse asclgned at Broadley Fleld voasiebsd.of"three borracks of the
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two-story twre, dayrocu, MBS hal®, supply room cnl orderiy I'00w. Iige Finn's
jufirmary loceoed in wwo roous of oxs of 9 borracks and very coavagntit to
greb ihe wen fov tuele shobs, so he aoys. A nrticerst Mess wag estublished in
the Wraistsd Hwas Mess Hall for the nvea msals bu\use of the distence that the
piiots bed S0 gO From NEruek Hotlow® to other end o vwee Fficlé. $-2 and 8-3
wers cesigned & ballding oa the lire neor prmemert, Tech Supply and Eagineering
wica were estebiished in or mecr the hanger. :

he ‘he sammer came oh i was not wausual to see a new cenvertible driven
by oas of our pilots eraifiag around the field or Caph., Uhsacellor's WHiue
Boclkett zetting ca tire hill with L. Fercyls "Red Job” thet Led four Ilats and
no brekas, In tke afterameon at quitiing +ime wo could sce Iive Scl Rissenburg
tordging up the hill thurbing o vide home and of ceurse he wesn't ix Lhe ocr
ooct of Haior -inzalin, ficz.. Ghancaller and Lt. Finn.ond had ac rotion
cupans Tor ges.

7 fuly, our hot month, the offlcers and enlisted men tock in meny swimm-
fur puried ob Bebhs Dmka, a1 the ocher nights the meg, especlally the pilots,
aoadd b2 Fauwnd da gpringilald, Kass. or Horoford, Cwane texing in o dwadeu or
Grinlpg srovnd, whoush we had choys on the post and o very good poet exchange.

mig ground tredining contluued winl the pillots vwiik preater &€rfort and
the oLebicle soarse was rua &b least “aree timas o woelk by olfleerd znd ope-
1istod wen. Oa July the evrgnns the Scuadroa deparbved rom e aren. v
ovaral st bivowac op tho ouler edge of toe Riald. Cn rsackizg '
we put up our pup-tmave pud ¢ snenflozed L3 area, LITET HUDDe
galhared 42» men Sogetner and gy Buey glifemant fonge. Do too sooel
hud o good breskliast vosked by Gpl. MNrzyh, thoh pach ‘
bask % the Suuafron arQu. .

In the nent few doys we began rocoiving ouwr plenss Vhiol wore Locngfurrad
from @renier Field, N.H. This morth steried our Group on ite flplsg O tredn-
ing and our Squadron with its eager, wild-eyed pllots broke tholr accke O got
in their flying. On July 18th we lost 2nrd L. Goorga $. Pulmer whiile o &
routine fliyht near the field. His plane sppareatly seak Labe o eamppaas~
ability dive and exploded upon kitting the ground, Ve ell oxpressed our deep-
est symputhy by senéing flowers to nis wife end the emlisted men sent o 75
dolicr war boni to his daugiter.

pugust found us movirg again. This time to Grotem frmy Alr Ficld, near
Now London, Comti, Tils yes only to be & temporaxy change of stction. e
moved by moter cowvoy cnd it only took us four howrs whick was a Trecord time
for us, Tho field was in cperation order so we storted [iying the vene doy
with the departments setting up to start off with o bumg. The field, b fiest

LY

ves & Glssppcintmunt for Lthsxe wse no osleborcetas past exehsage, thestre 2T .
renspertaotion. AT
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Tle were viry {fortvmete in bceing on Lhe eoc.y ior tils . Doovdew 8n
ovportunity to eods cn¢ lie on the beech, ‘fowe oL Lae pliohe mbed
shen thoy ucre not chooting skect. Doc Finn ccaie to be our beat ckact
chookcr .ibth ¢ score of threc out of twenty-ive (i ha). On cugned Uth
1st 9ot Cerboryy Wil cocimed vice s/sh 1iepp teonsfermed.  The oo oux
pillcts will rever rorzet is the 15th. On i doy we nlew 18V hours N
cet o new record in tae flew Tork Tighter wing. 1very pilot fles ¢t lecst
85 houvrs with b Hope fmine the wost with 10; honro. This month bl
gpiloss worked on night nissions, gunacry, {orm.sion, nawagabion &ad
jnstranent nissilons.

cn the 24th the fquedron neld « perty ior the enlisted nen for their
gnod ok in m-iptenonee wnd kecping the Hlenes going. On tiw ~oech et /.
Cro’on Tonz Point the mea cli hed becr, cold cuts tnd genduiches vhoy '/ atd.
Cok., “urtyn being uh cla eircus verker from 3¢ rmum cnd Jcileyte furniy/ied
tns entertolbwant,. it 2 leugh the fellows had. 7

on the 6th of Septenbver te received our " erning Ordexrs'. The
pilots finisihec 90% of iheie OTU treining cnd stiiced tuliing lewves.

Nzerly 1l the enlisted men n=g texen theirs :nd sone heve stected on thédr
il of the Squedron fired the rifle for qu.lilficetion

L

seacnd furlough,
vita 69¢ ausaifing.. Tae Femiliorizetion cless £or the coerbine ues wleo
held. She enlisted men sttended & five hour course ¢t Cemoilege School
cyucueted by the Comollege ¥agineces.
' Taroush the nonth our cquedron could be found in their spure tinme
over on the bezch or vl Uhe Crocker House in the cool ber sigcping on & beer.
oouetines the pllots ete =% tha izious Deant's Steck House inestedd of the
acss hall here squash end hroehily vere served eviyy other mecl, ("o one will
forreth the dey Major Coser nece Lne donubs whica vere very good. Taese yondcr-
ful doys et Croton wlll nevss ha forgotten by anyone.

Mesr the mlodle of Ocuiober ve Finisied our fiying OTT trcining ard vere
inspenied by the IO inspoaecis, R thought the testh vqouls ke ridred Luh it

turel out thebd ont i %

iy g few of the ni lots viere guis ool on btaair navlerss
flving end recovds; treining eaerts, cus. VEre looked cver, wng Onoer
Ronu had their records inopeched end were found to he in goad & i
the Isspectors noved onto he newrt s ucdron., Ia the nert fer duye Goorwasl
Corgie inspected an owad tie fcuedren ready for OVErsSeus duty. e General
stated that our Crovp finished with the best maintencnce end sefety record
of tny grewp to g0 Lhreugh the Fighter Commed. our Scuadron finished with
an zccident record of onc aclf of one percent for accldentc.

Oonce £gein the Sucdron 4% rted neeking for on the 19th o’ October ie
roved to itchel Tield II.T. The tension grev for ve kneu thet the Groun
viould soon pc on the boet golny off to fight the wers. ihul & feceling this
wes to all the wen..rUnele Jneh our C.0, could be seen looking tire nens' eq=
uinment to neke sure L¥at thev had the n=2cesscry articles for overseas.
vhen not busy in the Squadreon he wes ohbtending meetings at higher neadquerters.
our nen toox to I'itehel Tiela eight zwey for it is the percdise field ol the
pir Coros. [bout fifty pereent of the Sguedron lived in end cround rev
vork (Gty. In the evening we conld sce everyonc teking oif for the big city
to sce the lignts cnd sigats. During tae dey the pilots flew all over the
coast tryinz Lo spot some nizht club they hedn't visited yet. Ue all knew

ve were living the life of "Riley" cnd took full edventege of its



Jur officers were quertered in a two story berrack on iitchel Field
ond the enlisted meh vere in tents st Cemp lills. ALl the de.urtments hed
their offices in Hanger #3%. Near the end of the montn the mechznics stzrited
getting the planes reucy for transfer tut vere interupited then an Order
came for the planes to escort a flight of B-R4's to Smyrna, Tenn. Vhile at
Smyrna toe viecther closed in and the pilots took in the tovn having « wonder-
ful time. On the fourth day thc group sterted back anc all planes made it
OK. This trip was to be their last thile in the States for the plunes uere
transfcrred to the $20th, #70th end 412th fighter squadrons. thile et this
stotion we lost five of our pilots vho vere overcges: Lts. Holstrom, Kuehner
Ho pe, Best und Lanc. 7ith everything reacy for overseus shipment ve sat
back znd took things easy for the next fev days.

On the 12ta of November ve v.ere transferred from ilitohel Field 1o NYPOE,
Camp Shanks, N.Y. per par 41, S0 315, HQ Army Air Beuse, liitchel Field, N.Y.
Ve traveled by motor convoy through New York City to the cimp. On arriving
ve yere assigned AP0 ;4020 and shipping #8849-¥FT., The next day ve were
given lectures on censorship and security by Lts. Kuhn cnd Russell., Iuring
the veek e vere ct Camp Shanks the Squedron vias ellovec fifty per cent of
the men to be on pass ot night. Lost of the men took in the brighter spots
in New York City knoving it would be last chance for a fling. During the
days the time was spent taking =thletics, going to the post exchange for
last minute purchases end "sveuting out" vhere ve would go. Lt. 7lotnick
and his supply section vere kegt busy pzcking end turning in supplies. The
Smadron took training in debarkation «n¢ going over the side of g saip. In
the barracks et night the officers coulc. be found in bull scssions znd cura
games. Lt. Rerey ceught up on tae Scuadron Journci of sketches thet he kecps
on the pilots., In the mornings the oificers could be scen reocing the ¢ifl-
erent scribblings on the letrine vells, such cs; "What a hole", Ve leeve
tonight and have had no pass", anc meny others too numerous to mention. On
the 19th the Scadron vas alerted for overseas. On the Zind we vere trens-
ferred from Camp Shanks to the transport "Cueen ¥1izabeth" (NY-594). ‘e
.departed Shanks by trein vith meny other outfits cnd arrived st the fznd
Street Station, Hoboken N.J. vhere we boarded & feriy boet at mid-night.
7ig-zagging across the river ve finally cene to dock at Pier 7188, After
debarking vwe had to stanfl in ¥ine for some time but the Red Cross saved the
day by giving us hot coffee and donuts and candy bars. Finally boarding the
huge ship at 0300 the enlisted men vere assigned a section of "C" Geck and the
of ficers assigned by rank. Of course, the lst Lts. had the best anc through
the trip their state rooms seemed like officers lounges. That night everyone
had to stay in their bunks as there vere many more troops to be loaded.
The next morning the P4 system blared out the chow call giving the numbers
of the cards that were to eat at certzin times, After six days this got to
be an old story. A% ten the next morning the officers uere given & lecture
on the rules ard regulations of the ship. The officers, in tnrn, passed them
on the the enlisted nen, On the ship ve experienced many different ancd nev
customs. First of all we met the fer. English crev-men and their money.
By this time ve all kneu vhere we vere headed vhich mede us quite happy
<Jolly Inglend-. Everyone took the ride fairly easy but fev got see sick.
Poring the veyage the Red Cross cume through agein, this time with a bag of
toilet articles, cigarettes, megazines, etc. vhich came in mighty hendy dur-
ing the trip and later. On the morning of the Z0th we came up the Firth of
Clyce and in the distance vie could see the mountains of Scotland. In the
herbor there vere many ships renging in size from fishing trevilers to mighty
battleships of the English Fleet. le cocked in the harbor ond vere met by
large ferry boats vhich took us to the docks. The 379tk ves very fortumate
in being one of the first outfits of the chip and vere one of the first
outfits to lend on the soil of Scotland.

Zh=



Here again, we were met by the Red Cross end welcomed by & Scottish
band playing thelr favorite tunes. Theay must have been in & hurry ~o get us
out of there for we ware \yickly ushered to & trein end on our wey Lo USLAF
Station #1539, Worningsford, S:iw=z, Inglend. We had our firut exnerien.e

with Nisenn Huts cnd British mud in site #3 which was assigned to us fov
a living area.

Our first experience witih tas HAY cese wasn vwe sberved dewving
and setiting up our departments. te wele assigaed cur new ArX0
was 638 and everyoae immedictely stavied writing heae 4o 1lstv the
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of our safe arrivel, somewhcre in Magland. I the next few +hne s vadron
locked the field over and aleo vendered into Colechester cuv meevest Lo,

Not satisfied with thdd they sterted putting in for pesses to London o Lee
the city that was supposed to equel 1I¥C.

Wle all hed difficulty finding our way cround in the bleck our, at first.

Graduelly we becemc accustomed to the mud, drizzle, end damp wee thew,

although it seems some of us will never get used to the damp weather. gome

of us caught colds but good old "Doc!" Fimn fixed things vp with his ncw caugh
medicine. The pilote and c¢nlisted men grew tired of sitting cround with
nothing to do and everyone hoped that we would soon get plancs and go opcratim-
al, ; ?

christmas found us rejoicing with & good dinncr in both thc officers

and cnlistod men's mess. In the efternoon lejor Leughlin geve the enlisted
men a telk on whet to expect in the near futurc. Aftcerwords the men hod

becr snd coco cole that wos bought by the officers of the Squadron.

The first of January fownd us getting our ploncs cnd &ll the deportments
weat to work on the lin.. Thirteun P-47's in 21l ccme into thu Squedron cnd
what o scromble to try cnd get onc to fly. No missions were flown by our
group but o fuv.of our pilots werc with the 355th Fightor Group; lMcjor J.L.
Loughlin - 1 misailon, Ceptrin H.F. Houghton — 3 missions, cnd lst Lt. C.F.
Gee — 2 missions.' Thcy cime back cnd passcd thelr cxperiencc on to the other
pilots.

On the 2nd the Officers hed their firvst perty in the ET0. S/sgh 7.
GeNun end his orchestra furnishcd the music cnd the leccl Colchuster rirls
wore invited. The bor wos crowded until the liquor ron cut. Then trdc
dencing stoarted with o few of the couplus reclly cutting rugs. Reercotion
wes 1i mited cs the Red Cross hed Just storted to operote. , The Specicl

gervies Officer wes providirg megez inge oand Stors rnd Stripes navispopers.
Yronsportotion is provided every night to Colchuster cnd cverynae is toking

cavenfiage of it.. Three shows & weex ere Tun in the ente room of the Jghis
mess. [nd so passes enotner month with all of us hoping that we will coon
go operational.

g0 far the living conditions for our troops &re very satisfactory,
but the rumor of moving into tents is spreeding. Heedting, we thought

would be a problem in the Wisson Huts, but by scraping and scratching, e
managed to see the month through without fresz ing. Our muals have improved
to the cxtent that cveryone thinks this is the baost theater of opcrations
to be in.

g »eercation has been limited this month beceuse of the wet weethner.
Fehrusry L0ta wae the grest dey fcr the enlisted men, for their new Aero
Club opened with its-firet functicn, a.dance. The locel Colchestur girls
were invited. Music was furniched by o/sgt Nelson Ganun end his bend composed
of members of this Squadron. Roireshmente were scrved and ell had a very
good evening. Dey by day, supplics heve comc and tihc new ¢lub has improved
to the cxtunt that thoy con now surve snocks in the evenings. Also gomes
vriting tebles, cesy chcirs end stotionery have buon oAded, so now it is ¢
place Tor cur men to rulex citer ¢ long deyts work on the flying linc. Both
the officers cnd cnlisted men hove three movies o wWeck provided by thc
Specizl Service Officer. - B~



] by gl i By
&’“‘“ %{story for MARCH 1944 -

This month the Souadron gelebroted its firet birthday being one yeor
old. Everyono was‘relonsed for thie dey ond those who ¢id not go to Col-
chester or London esught up on their msock time.t Beer wos provided Tor the
evening me:l in the mess hall. 2ud Lt. Edwerd 2. Mbdclleoh wes droppcd
from thc rolls the 1lth s rissing in action. 2nd Lt. Frano £, Bivt, CMC,
wes tssigacd end joincd es Persoacl Equipmeant Gfiticer on the 4th of the month.
ond Lt. Richcrd J. Roswnthol, A/C wes trinsferred to the 45th Stetion
Complement fquadron on the 4th. Cept. Thurmen F. porcison wes tronsforred
to the Z77th Fighter Soucdron but wes trensferred bpck to the 379%h the some
monsh. PFe. Cornclius Heymen who we lost ot Camp Shonks before lecving the
stotos was tronsferced bock to us on the 7th. 2ad Lt. Vernon P. Ligon Jr.
acs trensferced to too-379th from the 377th Fighter Squodron on the 94h., 1st
Lt. Velter J. Booth wes trinsferred to the 377th on the 9th, cnd RnQFLt.
Donzld M. Morsden wos\sent to Det mQM of the 2lst Veothoer Sgucdren fja the
stme doy. On the 13tk\t. Col. DLeughlin recuived cenfirmction for thc des-
truction of wn eva.my l€§RQVur Mep/ael, Germeny on the 18 of Fobrucry per
Report #10, HQ IX Fighter Cemacnd. L. Col. Laughlin went on D/s to Ite
cnd Cepb. Aoy G. Fuens, AC, csevmed commend. Our APO number wes chenged the
29th from #R38 to #5325 per USSTAF Regulition #80- R.

This month fouad our pilots flying twunty two (22) missions of which
two were dive Toutiang. The linc crows p?; in long hours c¢nd ruclly did « fine
job with no gripging. ney coald bue found O the line ot five in tho worning
and ¢ight .t migat. The Red $ross brought hot coifve.ond donuts out to the
mea on the linu on Severcl oeecsions fnd the wen reeliy cppreelsted thisse
whon the Red oross did not ecne to the line the line cime to tho Opere Jions
génzck Brr :nd brought hot eofice out = .11l the disporscl orecs. y

‘-\. . .

Every Thursdey evening there is & dence at the Ticld fero Club for the
Enlisted men and our Sguedron is usuelly well represented. o/ggt, GeNun of
the .579%h fornished the music with his bend on some of the eveningsz ead other
nights civilian bands come from the neighboring-touns. There are aluwys
plenty of girls who come to the dences from Colchester. There ero three
shows & weck for the enlisted men: in the Scrguents! Anti-Roon with an
oceasional stage show., BReschb2il dismende ate springing up all cver the
fisld and several of the depurtenunts have orgenized tcams.  Engincering end
Communiceticns scum t0 be the rivels et the tinue On the 15th the officers
hed o "hoel and Deelh perty ot the 0Fficurs! Mess., Tacy had o veal good
dence.erd loccl girls wore invited. Lb. Ge.,. our Viest Pointer, went to Itcly
for thruc welks to obs.»vs dive bombing toetics.  Everyone is still "swecting
out" the invasion ced wéedering vhtre we will be this time next month. :
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APRIL 1944

ThaJaonth'cf‘AprilﬂfounthhgquuLdron very busy on the flying linc for
we flew 25 missions. This wes ore then the orevious record of 22 flown in
the nonth of Merch. Ve found the Squacdron beginning to play its pert in
the war with 12 Dive Bombing nissions flova in the month. It is helieved
thet our group wes the first fighter group in the ETO to carry 1C00 lb.
bombs from England.

The first few deys of April were exciting ones. Kveryone begen to hear
runors to the effect that we were noving to & ncw bese., (m the fifth, the
Squadron received notice that we would move to Headcorn, Station 41z, on the
15th of the month. Evcn though we stayed in operational stetus up to the
last day, coci departuent nenaged to get packed and 211 were reedy when the
big day camc. Souc renarked thet this wes the longest the Squadron had ever
stayed in one place since its sctivaetions An advance deteil wes sunt to the
new base to meke arrangencents for the Squaedron to move in. Tents hed to
be erccted for quarters; mess hell fecilitics nede ready; departnent tents
had to be set up, ¢nd other smell detcils ottended to. After ell the tents
wore set up, they had to be moved ond dispersed.

pefore moving, the Officers hed ¢ dcnece ot the Officers Club. The
local Colchester girls were invited and everyone ned ell the liguor tiicy
wented. This wes opvious the next morning when Group Hgtrs. cclled to sco
who lut the air out of Col. Magofiin!' s tirus., No onc knew, so cll Officers
were confinud to the buse for one wedk. The Enlisted Men had their weokly
dence ot the Aero Club with music furnished by c/sgt Geilun cnd his A1l-
Anericon band. We oll got to sec two shows ¢ wock cnd the reguler convoy
run to Colchester provided t ansportetion into tovm each night. In the
evenings, the enlisted zen could be found pleying baschall or passing the
footLall. On two differcnt occesions, the Armenent ené Ordnence had & hot
game of soccer with Ordnence gection winning. \,

On April 13, helf the squacdron noved by trcin to Headcorn cnd the other
nelf noved on the 15th by convoy. The pllots flew to the new bese wnc valy
o fow were left behind os & cleenup deteil. The night of the 15th wes
punctusted by the reéturn of Lt. Col. Loughlin from Itcly where he hed been
observing dive- bombing tactics cnd flying missions cgoinst the encly.
Evervone wos-Zied to see hin back cnd coger to he.r stories of whot he
did cnd saw. ’

During the first few doys ot our new stction, everyone wis busy getting
settled in their living qucrters cnd depertnents. At first ve hcd no beds
for the enlisted wen, bub they cone in severcl deys loter. The officcrs
hed clectric lights and the men hed ccndles. VW/0 fbrems soon hooked up
o loud specker and we cll hed ausic. Once or twice we got to heer & base-
ball gone from the good old USA. 1t first we found this new outdoor life
hard, but soon adjusted ourselves to washing and sheving in cold water in
a helmet. TFood tasted much better then back et Vormingford perhaps it was
because we had our own Sguadron mess end our owr- cooks preparing it. The

Orderly Room had & Command Tent and o van. The Mess Hall hoad two lerge vaells

tents for cooking cnd ¢ store room. A ifess Tent wee set up for the officers
and one for the Enlisted Men.
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The s lots: didntt seem to mind the chenge of runways «nd perimeter
strips elthough the vire netting wes rather tough on the belly tenks., Some-
times it wes herd to take off vith two thouserid pound bombs or tiwo wing
tanks because bf wvhe short runveys. Lt. Wool learned this on the 27th when he
crashed at the end of the runway while lugging two, one thousand vound bombs.
He welked away from the wreck with only & bruised neck. The plane was &
total wreck, but all was w1ell <hen the pilot came back scfcly. On the 29th
of April, Capt. Morrison creshed on teke off «hilc cerrying two wing tenks.
He reached the end of the Tunvey without lecving the ground &nd hit & ged
dump ceusing the dump to explode. The plenc a1id on by spreading the gas in
jts weks. Vhen the plenc reached & stendstill, the five hed followed cnd was
pbeginning to burn the plenc. Two ¢nlisted men from on Anti-pircraft unit
doshed from thedr tont cnd vhile one ihrew dirt on the flomes, the other used
a pickexe to breok the ccnopy cnd pulled the pilot out to scicty. Hed it
not been for thesu two.men, the pilot [would heve bewn badly burncd, but s
it wes, he escoped without ¢ scratch. Ve werc cll thenkful because the
aqucdron hed previously 1ost TLt. Kitts on April 8th =nd Lt. Ligon on thc R4th.
Lt. Kitts wos killed vhile on ¢ strafing mission in the Rouen cree. Lb.

crscn saw him try to bail out of hic Ehot-up ship, but as ho stood up in the
cockpit, the wind blew him out «.geinst the +ail scotion cnd he went down
without opening his chute. Lt. Ligon beiled out cfter his ship thed been hit
vy flok vhile dive-bomding the M/Y «t Mclineus. Cupt. Flevin sow his chute
open ot 6000 fect ¢hout Five miles soutid of Molines.

On April 28th, Lt. Col. Levghlin Who hid been our Comm: nding Officer
of the Scuadron since its infcacy wes tr.nsforred to CGroup Hg. o8 Tlyiug
E xceutive officer. Copt. w311i. @ J. Flovin, who hid boen with the gquedron
os Flight Commcndcr of "AM Flight beccme CO. 45 much oo vie hoted to sew
Ccl. Leughlin loive us We wer4 glad to hear thit he would keep his Tiunder-
bolt Mir 5 by 5" in our squedron ¢nd still fly with ue.
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HISTORY FOR MAY 1944

This month found the Squadron still et Sta 412, Headcomrn, Fnglard. On
the 10th of the month, 18 e/c were despatched on /B mission to Relms,
Champagne sivdrome. This mission was led by Cept. Flavin, The Squadron
str.fed the airdrome efter it was bombed. L%. Larsen demaged & JU 88 and
Lt. Putnam demaged a DO Rl7. Ve suffered ¢ great loss when our Operctions
officer, Captain Houghton, was hit by flak while strefing and ves secn to
crash on the airdrome.

Men contunued to receive passes TO London and mcny brought buack souvenie
ers from there. Most of the fellows went into Maddstone cfter flying hours.
The towm wes wbout 12 miles from the £igdld. A lerge number of men were seen
ot the famous St.rhouse dancehell, vhere there was plenty of finc music and
women. Drinks could be purchused ot the ber or could be ordered ot the
table. Hence, we .come to thet old seying "Plenty of wine, women end song."
vhat more could a men akk for? then the fellows didn't care to dence, they
would be seen in the park on the outskirts of the town. There was a large
cenal running through there and the men would hire row-boats and explore the =
area surrounding the place.

During the month, an order Vs jssued telling the men to move on the |
line necr the aireraft. ILveryone took down their tents in the former living
area, and procecded to move their personal belongings on the line. A great
majority found belly tenk boxcs and made comforteble little shecks out of
them. There were usually two to four men living in onc of these shacks.,

The remaining few who did not have 2 shack, set up thelr pup tents and used
it for sleeping quarters.

The S-2 and S-3 persomnel had three shecks set up neer the Operclicns
end pilot's tents and hed & sign in front reading "Mumbcr Ten Lulleby Line."
The credit for this idea goes to &/Sgt Richadd D. Croo.

On the whole these shacks proved to be quite comforteble and scrved
the purpose very well.

b group of English soldiers were stationed a few yords eway and every
56 often they would come over end tell us of their experiences. -

Then the weather was werm you could sec the men boiling their clothes
outside their huts, as there was no base or squadron laundry facilitics.

7ith the month drowing to a closc, the personncl were still ngweating
out" the invasion and knew it wasn't too for away. Pocks were started and men
sekected tne doy that they thought it would toke place. Most of the boys
sclected anywhere from June 14 to the lst of July. Perkhps o day in June
will prove to be D-DCY «~-+WhO knows...time will -tell.
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With the invasion not yet started, the tense attitude of the Squedron
mounted. The first three missions of the month were uneventful, but were
esgerly flovm Dby the pilots. The greet dey of June 5th arrived and what
e long one it was for everyone. Tn the afternoon Col. Yegoffin visited the
gguadron and gaeve & pep taik .nd told that the invesion ves not fer off.
Leter in the evening, word come from Group Operations thet there would be
s briefing &t seven o'closk for pilots and intclligence officers only.
7ie had to meke a wild desh invo town to pick up three pilois whe werc on
a day off. They berely madc it ond hed to enter the boeck door of the brief-
ing room beceuse of the crovid. The three knew that something was up
pecause of the gucrds posted all over the operutions arce. Upon entering,
the pilots heard our Ving Commend.r Col. Seunders say "this is it."

This could mean nothing clse but the invesion was buginning, and wished us
all the best of luck. Next, Col. Megoffin gove us a brict tckk on what to
expact. Nejor Goldfardb geve an outline on whet hed beun heppening in the
1ast few months to enablu the pllies to stert the scecond front. The big
story ceme when the ALO officurs brought in thuir meps cnd storted to explein
what was ‘o tuke plece, where we would lend ond the number of troeps em-—
ployed in the lending. The mest importent cvent took plece whi/ our group
wee given its cssignment. We round oursclves to be o Recdyness Groun omd
could be celled upon for ony kind of mission. The ALO!'s also told us i¢
would heve o meximum of four mission. & doy for four deys cnd throc missions
o doy for the next cleven Gxwo. This was just whet the pilots werc lookd
FOT . eses HISSIONS, MISSIONS AND MORE MISSIONS.

Before finishing up at 11:30, the pilots were told of thewolert systen.
The squedron wes to be on the runicy recdy to toke off; one scundron on
fifteen minute albrt, wnd the other squedron on onc hour alert.

The next morning, June 6th, our Squadron wes out bright and carly, but
no niws hod been brosdecst. Not much inform:ticn wes aveileblo ot the ALO'S
office, but cveryonu hung cround there cnyhow cnd hed rcdios blcsting
trying to find out how it wos going. All they could got wos "Axis Sally™,
singing the invcsion song over calais. No word of « mission hed been rec-—
cived when General Elsenhower cnnounced the much cweited, for the invosion
hed sterted ot six thirty this morning. About thot time, the s-R officers
were going cround to ecch flight end section to pass clong the word on
wvhot was ?}king place. :

No-inission come in ¢ll thet dey, but we drew ¢ hard essignment for thet
night wexr were to tcke off ond escort (-47's pulling gliders to the beach-
head. At first we thought the mission would be a hard one, but on the
return the pilots said nothing much had happened. 5 -
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: June Cont!'d

Tn the next few deys, we began piling up on missions, but without loss.
One of our original pilots, Lt. "Ted" Jensen, was our firet loss...he did
not return from a dive-bembing mission to Argenten, France ared. The last
flight of the Squadron was bounced by twelve or more Fi 180ts. Lt. Putnem
got in & few burcis and claimed one destroyec. Lis. riilcke end Putnan both
ned holes in their ships. On June 17th on another dive bombing misgion To
the western part of Cherbourg veninsula, Lis. Lec, Gordon, &nd Fredenberg
failed to return to bese. No one saw them citer they were heeded cut after
dropping their bombs. Te were ell hoping they werc safe. (811 three ret-
urned later after bailing out and welking beck through the lines). Lt
Larsen, on enother dive-bombing mission to €hinsey, France accounted for
enother Jerry. This time it vias en ME 109 flying on the deck. Lt. Lersen
made a pass without relecsing his bombs. In addition to destroying two
planes the Squcdron sccounted for mony trucks, staff cars, locomotives
end reilrocd cors, bridges roilwey trocks end troops. On one mission,
Lt. McKeyw sew & truck from 2000 fect loaded with Germen soldicrs. Making
one pess he blew up the truck cnd not one soldier ¢cscoped. He estimated
there wes cbout 20 soldicrs on the truck.

A lot of excitement developed when the Germans started their "robot
lancst or "deodic-bugs! os the Yonks cclled them over BEnglend. Sometimes
at night, it wes like the Ath of J uly. Vhen the flak stcrted felling in
the Squedron orea, one could sce our medics, including Cept. Finn our -
Medical Officer, heading for their fox-holes. At first all the bugs secmed
to get away, but the plenes orc shooting many of thecm dovm now, end once in
o while, on ack-ack gunner gets lucky cnd knocks one dovm.

o .our-enlisted men have been doing & good job keeping thc plencs in the
mir. Often we could see the Armoment snd Enginecring Sections working at
211 hours of the night henging bombs or"%epairiﬁg”the‘planué“for the next
rission. - During the first:week of the month, Sgt. Grent Radaker scved

the lives o8 mcny oF the men when he pulled c fuse out of a boumb just cs it
was cbout to detoncte: The fuzw exploded cnd c plece hit him in the thigh.
He is now on_the'way to recpvery‘andjwe'hope he will come bock soon.  For
his deed he has been“awardedfthe-Soldiers1Me&dll' Eaen "

- Jrlother ‘incident occured during the month when Sgt. Clifford Douglas
started to inflate & toil wheel tire on the ship he wos crowing. A def-
ective rim blew fo,:hitting'his_forehead and blowing off his left thumb

at the joing. He clso received mony small cuts and bruises. ‘Fourteen

‘stitches were requi red to secl the cut on nis forehead. = After treatment
in the Squadron Infirmory he was token o the hospital and from tuere
...-back %o the Stetos. ™~ Sy e gy o
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JULY 1944 /

On the first of the month, the Group was alerted to mOVE. There Was
pothing for the Squadron To do but prepare: First of gll, every department
drew fibre boxes and started marking symbols on tne front. neside packing
and getiing ready to 1ove We continued to stay on OPS, and what & job this
was. Finally the word cime on July 2nd for the Alr Tchelon to move. There
wes much excitoment causea v the idee of going to France, SOMC wondered
if the snipers hed been cleaned out znd if the troops Vere peing bombed OT

strefed. Mery rumors WCTre floating around to this efiect.

The air echclon yehicles left our £icld (412) ebout 5 otelock in the
morning cnd drove &ll dcv to gouthempton, the Marshelling Yot “Tac olr
cehclonmerening porty prriving b night in qouthempton, whore they were net
by goocicl MJP.!S who dircated then to Cemp ¢-7. There the men Araw thelr
equipnent such s P.X. rations, 105% field cquipment ~nd cttended & pricfing
on whet To cxpect in Tronci. Exoctly 24 hours lcter they bo.rded o boat
and left jolly 0ld England, much to the mens dissappointmcnt. The moen were
kept in 2 tronsit oarea in Frence for throc ACyS. Finclly ther wore cwekened
the third morning cnd everyone got into the trucks. ngee", one whispercd
nT wonder where to now." Two hours later ne found out &S the trucks pulled
into what was supposed o be strip A-12.

The first day over men found on cnmunition GUIEPR with enormous amount
of lumber in 1, THth two trucks they nhouled it brek to tho cquedron arcd
and storted puilding smoll huts. wirst they dug thelr fox holos cnd then
puild thelr huts over bhi. After everything Wb finished, the pen throev

. the excess dirt agoinst +he sides of the huts. Some obtcined sond bogs
ond after £411ing bhen with dirt, they piled then up cgeinst the habs.

coon after finishing their huts, the mon wWore wendering around telking
to the enginecrs thet were puilding the cir strip. 1t ween'!'t 1ong before
runoTs Were flocting c.round CVLTyWRLT Gy | It scels &8 though 1l onc hcd
to do was stick his hend into thin ¢ir cnd he hod o hot ruoT. Tho OnuS
thot were the hotbust wore about the snipcrs being wround the ficld end
glso cbout being bombud cpd strofed. They trevelod 80 fast thet 'within
two doys tho runcTs WEIre beck to the nen in the ground gehelon in 412,

Sone wondered whet they hod dug.;hairﬂfox.halus for but it yesnt't long
‘pefore They found -cut.. -On-the soarth or fifth not after erriving, the
ficld wos shelled, Whot & score this wesl The non ¢idn't move bO their
fox holes &b first but ofter necring the whistle cnd thon Lhe boon, bhey

were like gophCrs. aone said their hole wosntt decd _nough but there was
pothing ©o do but sicy in there £i1l ofter tac shelling. Tt wes conlng
fron ¢ high nill cbout thrce niles ouoy We thought. Somo werentt surc
though, foT the strip WGS surrounded on three sides bY the Gormens.

The nexb Aoy gveryone could be found éigging. I hcora one scrgoent
soy thot he would be digging fron now on TO get cwey from thot ~gful whistlc
end the Donge gonie of the men were even drogging huge logs o put over the

tops of their fox holc.

As the d&ys went by, thac strip begen 1O look like &n pirficld. The
fifferent depcriments were woiting for the plenes to conc oveT. New rocods
yiere being node 4o the chow housc snd slecping &rel. The chow wesn't Too
[good bub it scrved the PUrpose. The Squadron Wos Jucky on thu woter
\problen for we hed & well next to tho nees hell. Tho npoc! tested 1 end
1ga.ve hig OK to use it. Prepoapations continuusd on the cir strip cnd finclly
the enginecrs finished the Tunweys ond porimeters.
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“Faly contld

Mecnwhile pack ot.otetion 412 in Englend, the Ground Eehelon continued
$o0 keobp the Group on Ops. Our firgt pission of the nonth reculted in the
loss of lst Lt. Kenneth lieCleary in the Rouen ovec. 1t Was belicved thet he
was ctiacked by Me 109s. We oll hove hopes of his returning. On the 7th
we lost Lt. Barnes in ‘the Derval erca. 1t was pelieved he W&s killed.

on the 8th, while on &i srmed Recce East of Paris, the Gquadron was
told over the R/T that wandits were following them, fround the Bruges area
the Squedron attacked 25 plus ME 109's. Lt. Negelstadt, 1ilcke and cullivan
claimec one demeged apilece, while Lt. Wilcke cleimed two da..eged beside the
destroyed. On this missican Lt. 1.L. Teylor Gid not return.

The ground cchelon continucd Lo work, WOrXy and clso hecr rumors that
woere £looting beck from Trancc. Up to the time we received orders to move,
the Scuadron conducted 15 Armed Recce missions in Fronce on M/ts, reilroed
tracks, gua positlions end teorgets of ppportuniyy. Finclly on July 15th
we rucsived noticu thet we would 1ove out on thc 17th. Ferly in thc morning
of that day, the moving perty neaded by Major French, st.rted off cnd cnded
up in Fasterleigh necr southempton. Thoy Were net by M/P.'S end divected
to Camp 7-4. Thu ground cchelon headed by Lt. Russell nnd 153 cnlisted men
lect: Heodcorn at 6330 arviving ~t Fasterleigh 10:30¢ We wWorc net by M.P.'S
ond direeted to trucke., After nuch confusion e locded ¢nd et rbed off.

-

The convoy leoder got lost soO We wendered cround OVLT the country il

2:45 in The morning, finclly reeening comp cnd oftor much griping we i ound
the locotions of our teats on hit the sack. TyoTyonc wes Up o7 clght thu
acxt morming for chere wes & lot o b done, Gobting vetiono, 1080 facld
equipnoat cna bricfing. Aftor this Wes 211 done ud dinmet LRCOUEL, bile Tl

L

found the shoWeTs. ceht o rolicf this wes to gut o hot chowor din o rerd henest

£0—-g0oodness shower house.

At fivst we hod hopes oi moving out in fwonty-iour hours ¢nc hod hoord
rumors Lo the sffeet that no outiit hed beun in the mershilling Lo ovur &0
hours . Fvidently higher heocdquoriers hed forgotten us LoV nothing heppuact
the 48 hours. Our men hed heord so miny rumors thot they wore boginning to
spread them. After 132 hours spent in vhe ore oad cveryone G movy then
restbod up, we ere mnycd.ouiﬂund»ﬂoﬂnnjo_$hy nerbor. in. Southomplon. Then

I

.. .pfter scveral nours of woitingy ¥ pocrded the boit Neurslic, rhich had buen

A troop. corrying ship beforu the first wor. Puching ofi from there, ot four
we docked off +he Isle of Tight 143111 two Thic nexb morning. Lecving thort We
errived on the Cmene peoeh-hedd obout two. WG unlocded on X LeE.Te by
Jocobls 1edeuws cnd whot 1 CYLTLORSD this wieel Onc modd, Cpl. Golod lost
nis helmeb. Aftor getting half vy dovm, hu look.d on doim to sce if the
poat wes still therc. off ccme his nelmet, ASGOY recching the bottom he wes
wondering how ho could retreave it. cctting ashoru WiS not hord but the

long kigh Rrill %that we hed to eolimb on tiw lending strip wWes terrible. Not
only Gid Wo have to coatond with stops ‘yvd storts cbout cvery 15 scconds,

put necr the top it storoed reining ‘ng mede the welk slipoory. Finolly
efter wolking for & pile snd o half we came to site E-4. Hore wWe ccmoced for
the night. '

Gething up gerly tho nexi morning we cll hed X rctions for breckfcst.
After pocking snd policing the Lred, vevicited ior the trucks to com.. AL two
they crrived cnd vic loaded onto them.

On cecein; f-le, We were et by the geuadron ond meny wild storics of
yhet hod been going on. come of the Tumers i hed hoeord pruviously scumed to
be truc., Everyonu Wes . ken to the sguadron LYCL, cné Copb. Hemnd proccuded
to tell the mon whrt to vxpeet cnd whet to do for tho next few hours. of
COUTSC . » » - CVCTYONE sterted cigeing.
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July eont!d

idh fhe planes hed already arrvived and had flown several missions. The
pilots sesmed more eager than ever, being &g close to the enemy. The
equipment was being brought over by ¢-47's end some had slready errived.

The first night the ground echelon was at A-12, we Treceived & bombing.
Everyone took to their fox holes and nothing scomed to happen, except that
the runwey was hit.

On the 27th we received another shelling at four in the afternoon. T/Sgt
Hartmen was killed even though he was in & shellow fox holc. One of the
planes received e direct.hit. That night we received cnother shelling at
5200. Also about one o'clock thct night we recelved o bombing with frags.
Through out the rest of the month it wos & usucl occurcnco for us to be
bombed or shelled. Though it cupe quite often we lost no one else, although
severel Ef were wounded.

This month we received ond Lts. J.D. Thwing, J.C. Tayler, P.M.
Ploche re, R.L. Scllee, R.W. Percy, cnd F/0 M.K. Swofford.

<TBe



AUGUST 1944

The month of August found the Squcdron working horder thon cver.

" pesides kecping tho ships in condition for 44 nissiong, the men wWore still
nswesting outh thu shellings ond gir veids. However, for the ghort stry
we hod ot A-12 and thanks to the 3pitish offensive South end Bask of our
field, all cene through without injury.

" Tre were-saon to live up to ell we were told sbeut neving. On the 8th
we cot a teletype stating thet we were moving cn the 10, 11lth, end 12th.
on \he 9th, Lt. Putnam and o dstcil of enlisted men lefs by teuck for £-27,

Renr3s tlunicipel Airdrone. This wes clso in 2 different cection oi uhe
1end of nSunny France', the Brittony Peninsvlc. + wes here thov all the
nen found the cognee, wine cnd chenpagne bt wesy heerd so much about and
never secn. Also the roare delicacy in food, which tuste v hod clnost for-
gotten celled steck, was found in cbundcnec. Even though Rennces stoyed
nOff Linits" during the nonth, cveryone found neny cofes neer the field and
in the small villeges. However, it wes & good thing thct eggs were plentiful
beccuse the nmecls fell off. Plenty of fresh vegctebles were Lo be found
ond they were used os the beeckbonb to every necl. Thesc grrdens hed been
plented by the n1Jerries! in their four yeor stey. Vith nTex! Hurzyn
teking over the Mess Hell, the cppucrevnce cnd toste of the nuels seemed
to toke ¢ turn for thc better. He beecne the nunber one scavenger of food
in thc¢ Squadron.
1t scuened so wuch differunt to uveryone ofter the nove. Although the
field hed been badly demoged by Allicd bombers, the Engincers hed one
mmnwey repered ond recdy for uvsc upon our crrivel. The big diffcrence wes
the infnensity of the ficld; lerger then Mitbhel Field in the Stotes. The
officers took over the Officers clup left by the "Jerries" in their hurréed
retreat, complete with bar. 1t wesn't long before they werc drinking all
the champagne, wine and anything e¢lse that suited their fency. They also
took over a large barracks with a bit of Germetic etmosphere about it, for
it was used by the Luftweffo pilots @nd officers. With & bit of cleening’
it was really very présentable, end o trdct since it wes the first time
they hed slept in enything otaer then o tent since April. To everyones
gorrow, the showurs hed buun demolished by ‘the "Jerriest before they left.
The first dey everyone found 2 perfect-substitute in the form of six
sirimmisig holce - formerly rock oucrrics. "Hth the westher being the hottest
the Sgucdron hed cxperienced gined thuy teft tho Stobes, a lorge rep-
resentotion could bo found et coch pool every evening ond when the missions
verc out. This was also the first swimming we hod -dond since leaving the
shores of good old USA. : 1E
. "After three deys of -setting up depertments in’ old -houses cnd buildings
on the ficld, word wos reccived thet Lt. Col. Leughlin was 10 b our new
Group ‘Commandecr os Col. NMagoffin was listed as MIA since ‘pugust 10th,
while ‘the Air Echelon wos \noving.: 14 wes o breck for all as Col. Leughlin
wes our former C.0. ond very well liked by all. - It made everyonc happy
that on outsider wasn't moved in. ' However, it did prevent him from going
4o the Stotes on'a 30 dey leave. Qur Squadron was Very fortuncte in heving
four of our-pilots'go-home,-namely, Cept. Geyer, Peterson, Mejor Flivin
ond Lt. Doty. They were to lecve on ‘August 13tk for Englond cud from there
o go wherce everyonae hos hopos of going.. .« HOME. - LR L T4
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Major ?1a§;n, howevery-wenained %o paLp.QQL:h\ﬂwli n with his work,
which was really“gppregiated by ey esuectflly the new 0.0. After coll-
ecting meny phone pumbers and addresses and packing, the threc pilots
Jleft with heppy sxpréssions on their faces end diseppointment of other
pilots faces &s yord ceme through that there would be no more Z0 dzy lcavos.
fith the remaining nold Pilots! pushing the 200 hour merk or better, 1 was
g bister blow. Never—the- less g1l took it well as the "Fertwncs off Vur.”

probably ope of the biggest morale bullder foctures Wos the fuct bkt
we werc once &f-ii drinking bevr. It wes Guemen bocr purchescd ob thc
prewery in Reples, put it wes more like beer we could remember cnd not the
mmild end bitsers! to which we w.re eccustomed to drinking in Fnglend. With
the fellows «chipping in® wc were getting beer cverydey for cbout a weck
until the Amy took over the brevery. \

ind oyl though the opportunity presuented itsclf so lusciously for us
to leove te ficld so much, we were quite carsful ghout it for there were
still snjsers in the woods near the base. Helmets, guns, etc. were alweys
in order

/1 in all,with the bombs empty bottles cte. left by Jerry,_&ll anyone
oouls S8y was, "Jerry sure had a fat lefe here for four years.! ~

apout this time Private Lang decided to sce what the outlying district
1oed like, so with en empty carbine and & stomech full of liquor hec left
o the 15th of August and hesn!t retuvncd yet. low everyonc is wondering
nether & sniper got him or not. The Nencral opinion is 50-50 cithcr way.

vherever there is iun énd leughtery there are c1so hesrteches, for
while at A-12, wc¢ lost scveral pilots whp werc uncble to enjoy the remeining
1uxuries of "Hermen the Germen®, The plilots were Lts. Ferrell, Wellek,
yilcke, end ¥ood. With Lt. Farrell ¢nd Vilcke getting out 0.K. (Lt. Forrell
o P/W ond Lt. Wilcke being returncd to the hospitcl) Lt. Tellek was never
heard from cgoin cnd Lt. Wood was killed sbout one milec from the basc while
attempting. to lznd,in very thick weathtr on nis.roturn Srom & tsupporth °
mission. To him, all wu cen scy is, WA grand gug missed-by all."

Without & doubt the highliighting occesion of the month was the spceck
%o the pilots by Alr-Chief Marshell Trafford Leigh HMellory, the Deputy
Commender of SHARR, on August R7th, congretulcting. them on the work they
had done to dote os fighter cnd gighter-bomber pilots. tnother aighlighting
occasion was the cwerding of the Distinguished Flying Cross to four of our
pilots end pilots of ths other two Squadrons rnd. groups necrby. Those from
our Squadron prescnted with the medil by Major Generel Vendenberg, with
Brigadier General Weyland os . member of the decoriting poerty, were Mc.jor
Flavin, Copiein Morrison, Ceptcin Ashford cnd Lt. Putnem. After numerous
pictures being token of the Gencrclsand Genu>-7h end pilots, everyone -
agein returned to their normal duties. gl?d'prc&cnﬁed at anothcr time were
purple Heorts to four of the enlisted men Ywounded ot A-12 by shéll fire,
luckily &ll not bodly. Everyone Lsys the Purple Hoort is o mcdilsthey
will free.ly domwithout.. o 5 laluels,; J :

puring the letter part of the month, many new cdditions in pilots
were assigned to the Scucdron. These cre;  Ceptains Junkin cnd Mitchell,
Lts. Kusi, Fegen, Chermck, Licburmen, MelMchon, Pcyton, clso assigned wos
Lt. Belden, a new engineering officdr. Te did losv, Lt. Russell, who ‘becane
the Sguedron S-2 of the 377th squedron on the 29th of the Month,

- Three more of the pilots werce promotoed during the month, nomely Figgls

gavage, end Sulliven all to First Lieutenant.
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pugust was & month of wonderfulexperiences and a month that the
squadron enjoyed as they encountered the enemy many times with scven
enemy aircraft destroyed by Capts. Peterson, and Ashford and Lt. McKee,
Geyer, Wood, Hemby, Teylor end Major., Lbt. Sevage scored a probeble.
plso during the month the Squedron accounted for the following: 77 trucks
destroyed, 3 half-tracks destroyed,l0 tanks destroyed end 4 demeged, 18
gun emplacements destroyed end 4 demeged, 3 rellwey engines destroyed,
75 box cars destroyed, 7 perges destroyed cnd 4 dcmeged, 6 DoTrges demaged,
1 (10,000) ton tronsport destroyed, R (500 ton) trensports destroycd.

The morele of the Scuadron remcincd high. The men 1lived in tents
as there was no necd for fox holes ot p-RT7, so nc jumpy nerves. Tigquor
flowed frecly ond good swirning cné plenty of becutiful girls were cround
throvghout the doy. The rocd cutiing &crossS the field wes constently £illedl
wita peoplc on sundays. During the weole, onc could scu peoplc throughout
the dcy troveling on thakr bicyclis. With the people buing more fricndly
then in Normendy, & Person scw some of the movic scenes such &8 throwing
flowers c.s the soldiers pesscd dovn the rocd como truc. g0 with Britteny
1iving up to its publicity of being fomous for some of the '"most becubiful
girls in the world cnd with scoing them on Sundcy cnd once in ewnilc during
the weck, everyons Wes quite h&ppy .né sing out ngoh-le~la." Thot end the
loud speckers in the Tlights and 1living cric; ¢ s=-5-bcll league; end
othor recrectioncl fucllitles nedo oll very mulh sotisfied os could be
expected under the circupstrces. The 379th was VCry proud in completing
so meny missions end rselly doing their pert in bringing this to on cnd
&8 soon &S possible in order thet Zach nember night soon sec end be able
to scy cne word thot is constcntly in ecch mans hecrt,mind end lips.. HOMELL!
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SRS S HISiORICﬂL SFMMARY FOR MOUTH OF - QE”TFWBER 1944

It seﬂms as though each month tn&t the hlgtéry is to be written, tﬁe
first thing mentioned is moving, and this gonth is no exception. The
latter pert of the month found us on our wey to A-79 (Reims, Frence).

Up till then the Squedron kept operating &t Brest trying to reduce the
city to & rubble end kill Germans co that all our efiorts might be swung
to the Fast chesing the hun. The weather treated us very nice for cvery
one keot in getting their swimming and compenionship with the lovely
madamoiselles of Rennes and surrounding countryside.

Our move this time was & long on¢ and the only reason anyone cared
to meke it wes duc to the Cheampagnc thet flowis so frocly cround Reims. The
greotest shore of the move wos ndde by C-47!'s cnd the Group's AT—ES!

Howevur, the cir ccholon hed their uswel cmount of fun ¢nd heart
aches for Mcjor Morrison was C.O. of it. It wis during this nonth thet he
nede Mejor, Lt. Shumwey Ceptedn, ¢nd Li.Zirt lst Lt.

fie clso received ¢ new C.0., Mcjor Berry Chondler. Mc.jor Fluvin
went to Group as GroupnOperations 0fiicer. Othcr chinges in personncl
WUré'Lt.Meryweather coming from Group. os. Adjutcnt, Copt. Honno beconing
squedrorn Execntive-Officer end Major French going to Group.cs-Group

Fxoeutive oificer. Lb. HiTv took the job os assistont S-2.
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HTSTORICAL SUMIA”Y FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 1944

puring the:meﬁﬁﬁwgf Qctober Fh§'§?§§q figﬁﬁéf Sduédron continued to

support the Z7d A ny ‘and déshroying ‘entmy means of transporting war meterials
. 40 their front lines and destroying enemy aiveraft.
- -7 However, it was one month that we did not have to do eny moving, which to
everyone was & great relief. TWe were really situated in the heert of the
gchampagne country, where it was literally so plentiful that one could tcke
.~ @ beth in it. o on€ vas caught short by not having enough to drink. There
were several small villcges by the field thit horbored meny grope pickers. S0
the men of the Squadron nad meny dotes with the medomoiselles. Although one
sericus thing reculted srom the cbove. Host of the men would not believe
what they recd zbout V.D. The V.D. roate showed a shorp {1:<line during the month.
The men werc Xopt Dusy fer wo hed "bezu coup! roin ond aud. When they
weren't busy working on the linc, it wes bullding welks in the living crec.
After thot with cold wecther setting in, wo were vory fortunete in finding some
pbarracks thot the CGormens hed occupicd only cbout five milus from the strip.
go then details of men ssorted the tosk of tecring them dovm, trensporting
them and rebuilding then. The one large improvement being a lerge barracks
- converted into & mess nell. Every section and department also found pre-fabric
ated buildings of all Types end moved them and set them up for the Orderly
Q.M. Supply, Engineering and Tech Supply tegether, Armement etc. With wood
available and plenty of Jerry stoves it did much to reise the morale of the
enlisted men. Another thing that most of the men found wes inncr spring
nattresscs to use vhanks 10 tho leaving of them behind by the jerries.
The movies were plentiful. w4th the officirs living in the Chatecu, they
" had them on Mondey, Wednesasr, r=d Fridey nitces. The EM's on Tucsdeay,
Thursdey, cnt goturdeys. However the smollness of the tent cnd number of
men, 1% wes mendetory thet they be thero ot lecst one hour bufore sterting
time to get in, Two shows hulped to relicve tho congustion somcwhet.
Cenvoys were startodto einms every nite. Ifleny men took advantsge of
this to go to the clubs and Tisit the Vacs.
Another -thing w as that many of the men went to the femous Reims
cathedral on Sundays to mass. A
During the month, we had one mission thet mede us quite world-<emous.
The Dieuzc Dam ust be blowr in such a way so as -uat to have 2ll the weter
guss—7th at once. Tt normally was & job for-heavy tnmbers due to the structure
of tne dem. Howsver, Higher Heedquertors wes cfreid thtt they would not get the’
pin point accuracy that wes regquired., Medlums were c1so considered but decided
ageinst. Was then that the Cenersl called upon this Group to do the job.
go with Colonel Laughlin leading our Squadron, the mission took off -with 1000
1bs. bomb under each wing. On :he rein sosked tar paper, not onc feiled to
take off. That alone was reclly an accomplishment. Then after reports were
in from the interrogetion, we found thet the dam hed been bozbed as vished.
For this the Squadrons and Group recuived many compedetions including
Lt. General Patton and Brigadier Genoral Vieylend., Xt scved o division of ours
end prevented the Hun from flooding territory valuckle to us. y
Althoagh cveryone hed much mud to contend with, spirits remeined
high for pilets.could go to peris on luave tnd everyonc hod chempegne "golore!
Not the beautiful girls as ot Rennes, but miny women ond sights to sec from
the lest war. So everyone continued to do their utmost towards winning the war.
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 1944

This month found dhe Squadron once again on the move trying to keep up
with Ceneral pattdn. Tith the most suffering being done by the officeas, for
it meant going back to living in tents after the Chateau life. Also the
enlisted men having to leave the mess hall after using it for about two weeks.

The air echelon was busy packing on the 7th and 8th, leaving the 9th for
Stri p A-82 at Etain, France. No o ne was too wvager to move for it had been
reining for several deys end muant driving cbhout 75 miles in the rain.
And upon arri vel it meant o lot of hird work of putting up tents &nd buildings,
and doing such in mud cbout knec duep. It mocnt houling the mess hell from the
other fiecld and lumber wnd flooring from wherever onc could find it.

with the cid of tho BEagineers on the field wo mcneged to locate o Germen
dump of building materiel about 30 miles away. 80 flooring was hauled for all
tents, and also siding. Rock was hauled to build wakks, and fuel for the stoves
wes olso houled. This came fro m front line positions and severcl times
from places under shell fire.

The pilots and S-2 & S-3 personnelbuild ¢ pilots room cnd parcchute room.
The departments set up their line bubldings, and after a couple of weeks the
place began to look like something even if the-mud was still as deep as
always, end still having much rein.

The communicetions men put lights in the tents end that did much to help
relieve the poor spirits of all.

On the 19th, the plenes and Ground Echelon ceme. They were really o
down-hearted bunch when they saw cll of the mud. However, they soon
became accustomed to it and were walloving &s well &s the rest.

On the 23rd,the conks set.out a delicious turkey dinner and taet
veally did more to raise the morele than enything.

In the air,we etill contunued tn -dsstroy mich of the enemy on overy
mission. 7
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© = " HTSTORTCAL SUMMARY FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER VORR il

With the holiday of Thanksglving elrezdy passed, everyone started
seriously-thinkirg of* the forthcoming Holddays. Howeve , it wasn't vithvery’
much zest that we locked ahead, &s it would neen the second Xnas overseas
and awey from our loved ores. Although the first errivel of packages @fiid
much to relieve some of the tensicn, and egain in some cascs Inercase it.
Hostly though, it made up for the mud thet everyon2 was still walking,
working cnd living in, for no uathir whore you % 1t wes ¢t ezt Jour to
six inches deep. The men did hinld welks oo thokr wroe ond hetwesn the
tents. One well wss not ilaished for aboiu 2 week sa an unnoniced inspection

to ur was covductei-by Hajor Berry Chendler, our Sqredren C.0. &nd it

did nnt meet wi“x his approval. One night after su/oer, with the uid of
flashlizhts, eil the Fnlisted Men turned out to fidish the walk. With en
axe detail to cut the logs to nhold the gravel in place, and & buckeh iimds
brigade to tronsport the grovel, the walk was finished in a few hours to
the tune of much "bitching? and laughter.

The big thing was the lovmuss of tho moralc, dus to theo mud. The
completion B¢ of the Moss Hall did much to relicve the situation. The
Mess Hall was transportud from our last ficld and showed sigs of
tearing apart and rebuilding., This was conpluted under the dircetion
of Lt. Taylor, for teking & trip without anyones knowledge. The
carpenters were put under the dircctiou 88 of Lts. Sovern and Rescher
to build an Officers Club and liess Hell combined as cn addition to the
regular Mess Hall. It included & bor, hone nede fireplece out of
armour plcting fron gernman planes lying around the field, and rocket
tubes as stovepipe. With the addition of hend nade tables end chairs
from & Freach lumber mill, bo th mess hells were put in shape. Then a
deteil got soue overstuffed furniture end the Officers Club was conpleted.

At this tine Mejor Chendler insugerwted Sundey night nectings

of the ~nlisved men. Thesc wore held in the iess Hell and consisted
of listening to all "bitches® of the nen, and then procucded to tell
énd=ghow then, with the aid of a mep, tho past weeks heppenings and
doings of the-Squodron in aerick!warfare. The first one proved to be
very interesting. The meil situation, in the forn of censorship was
straightened out, and the eppointment of Capteins Finn and Kuma to be
the I.G.'s of the Squedron. 4Also the Squadron Coumenders pollcies
were fully outlined and understood by &ll concerned, cnd eviryonc
left fecling imuch better.

It-could be recdily seen os the uonth pessed by that the War
Departments pledge of trying to have ell the Xmas parcels delivered
by Xmas was really being done. The parcels really started to ponr
in, but the letterzmeil drorped to elwost nil. Lbout once = veak o
small bunch of "Y-Mail! weould come in. After the receipt ol packegcs
for a couple of weeks and no letters, everyone then started to wish
for letters end no parcels. This went to prove the old saying that
mtyou can?t satlsfy all at once.n

During the month it was decided to have a Christmas party, to
be strictly G.I. The officers were invived to put on & skit, but
the invitetion was met with no response. Thoy each contributed to
buying five barrels of beer offered at the party. The show, under
the direction of Lt. Grim and his assistant, Mr. Abrams, proved to
be wekl worth each mans effort expended es it was filled with laughter.
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cqdn History DecembeD contuix\\

Much credit must also go to Sgt. Tinter, Cpl. Higgins and Cpl. Horowitz
for the writing and getting the men togather. Also T/Sgt GaNun and-his
orchestra who furnished the eccompanyment and a few numbers of his owm.
Plaeying to & full house on Dec 23rd, with the "S.R.0." gign henging hours
before trhe curtain time 1t wes widely scclaimed by all critics and people
attending., With the theme of the show cuntering around arusing incidents
happening in various deportuents, and the ribbing of officers, everyone
left remerking of the quality of the cast and nepformance.

On Christmas day, everyone found time to attend church., The Catholics
were unable to hold a mid-night mass, but hed a High HMess ot 0830 and two
others on both days. The Protestants also had two services on both dcys.

Before Christmes, the "Hun' surprised everyone with his so-called |
and hopad for lest ngll out attempt!. There was never a doubt in the minds 6f
those ovver here of the yanks stopping it. All everyone wished for was
clear flying weather., On seturday, Dec. 23rd it ervived end the pilots eagerly
took ofi to adu tawir mell out effort! in stopping his advence end turn it
jnto the disastrous last gttempt gembls of the Geruen High Commend, Vith every-
one constantly «sking tnc 2.L.0.ts for any informction, the rilots upon
return from the mis.ions, cveryen: ameged to keep well informedd of “he
progress being meds., It clso brouzht thc Hun forth vith had remcining
Tuftwelle. Do Dec. Roti, our Sucdron hid ite bust doy with nine (9) aircraft
(FW 190!s) dostroyed ond s (i) dimcged with the lose of one oi our circraft

“aes the »ilot returned salcly aiter belly-lending in friendly territory. It

~eg -also high-lighted by the fect thet sight (8) of our P-4T71s ggainst 25-40
of their 190ts. L, Fegen got one of his when he jetnisoned his bombs " "armed"
end ceught it in the blests The dey before, Capt. Peterson, our new C.0.
got himself en ME 109 without firing e saot. After he got nis teil the
E/A belly-lended end the remains then strelcd on the ground.

ie.jor Chendler, our C.O., Wes moved to Group ce& Flying rxecutive efter
the loss of Lt. Col. Herbison end wes Acting Grouy Couuzend.r until the
roturn of Col, Leaughlin from the Stetes. Copt, Doty becime Operations officer
efter the loss of Cogbe litchell on c Clost cusort Mission over Germeny.
Mejor Chendler we. lost on Dec. ogth ~hile lesding our Squadron.

The Squadron reelly tock & very cctive part in the «ir war to help
gtem the advence of the. Gevrmen counter offénsive, Although the "Hun"
proved to have brought along with him his best AA, for they really "clobbered"
our eirvnlsncs, Therce was onu dey we couleéntt fly s most of our planes
were ovt for battlc dumege. : ™

Howevor, wo mowc then took our ghere of demegze infiBﬁted upon the enemy.
During the month Generels Scunders enc “ioylind decorated the pilcts end
enlisted men ila thue Group. Cept. osgtursonreceived the Silver Star,

Cept. Pemerscn cnd Doty rec.iv-d clusters to the D,F.C., Lts. Taylor, Hamby
Broksw, <od Sullivca vse:ived the D.F.C, itself. Ii/sgt Cipriano, 11/set
Rozun, T/Sgb Geiua, T/fzt Herrington, T/Sgh Moreger, s/Sgt Osborne end S/Sgh
Groo rec-ived the Bronzs Ster ludel, -

Ceob. Sulliven we. robebly the hap jest men during the month, for one
afternoon he completed nic 100th mission, and the next day received his orders
for o leava :nd promotion to Captein. :

The wantb <aled with sveryone lookiﬁg\forward to victory in 1945.



e | HISTORICAL STUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1944

During the month the Squadron suffered its most severe losges. £
«.Sgupdron Cormender, Cept. C.A. Peterson, and four other pilots were lost
on one mission. Even with such great losses the Squadron continiued- to
operate and teke more then its shuore of the destruction of tuc enemy.

with +he Historic beittle of tne bulge going om, our pilots &nd planes
continued to fly all dey and practically every day and meny tines in
weother tha’ nornally would pernlc no flying. Al=o duriig the month we
_engazed the Luftwaffe in tae eir for the biggest doy the fquedron hed
ever enjoyed. Vhun elght of our ¢/c bouncud 40 plus 109ts cnd cemc home
with cizht encmy a/c destroycd for the lose of on¢ plinc «nd no pilots.
L5. flosn bellied in on our front lincs end returned ebout 3 days later
but did csuse some enrieus moments during thet time as no one actually
knew whet had heppencd %o him,

mhe weether continued to be cold and snowy. iuch ice and wind through-
out the monch, Howevcr with our coul doteils meking numcrous trips we had

—-Jen%y of ccal &nd cokc T turn, Also hed clectricity R4 hours & duy 48

wo heve a high power teasion linc ruming thru our area. Tho Frcench gave
us a trensformer end we hooked onto it.

much time was spent in the tent end s.ck by veryonc. On fcturdly
end Sundey rizhts we continued fo have ccupot £ilm and movies for the
Scucdron in taw Mess Heil. On Sundey nite befovre the movie we would hcve
‘& Syuedren moeting whers the C.0. would go over the wecks oprrations for
the crlisted men. In «ddition to this onc —Ing & Lb. fruu an crmourcd
divisi on telked to ell ebovt Bushegnu ond whe bulge cnd hew thoy opurote
which proved te be very intoresting.

The operctions clerks ard S-% cleres with the ald of the cavpmter
built en office building onto the pilots rooms end the dcpertuenbe woved
from the vens where thev weve operuilng.

One ven was glven to Communicatione for thelir switch bocrd and
nessage center end the other to Trenspertatic: Tor en offica. T building
wes a groeh imrrovement for room and wernth. A partiticn wes put up for
the C.0.%s cfilcs. g

During the month Lt. Richurdson buailed outs end wes plcked up by
engt infontry potrol. It left him wish o lsme leg cnd o hemmorage of cn-eye. .
At the end of the mojth ke ard I4. Sioan went to-the stafes R & R, they
both vere promched bo-eopboing tefore_tney left.

w4



. .
FEBRUARY 1945

The month of February fourd our Syuadron &b the scme ssation A-8R.
The veather was contunuslly. getting colder end windy &1l the time but the
personnel didn't seem to mind &t all for every tent hed & pot-beclly stove
with "peau-coup" coal end cdke to burn. With boards along the sides of
the tent to winterize it, 1iving conditions were ell the more comfortable.

.ch continucd to receive two dey passes to visit verious pavts of
Trence, oxcept the towns that were toff limits.™® Nost of the men applicd
for pesses buck to Reime &g meny were fricndly with Frcnch'madumoiSullas
buck there. pilots continucd to recoive flik leaves to peris end clso the
Rivuria;\_ deys of the

During‘the first few“months the outfit was rather low on operctionel
gircraft, so four plcnes flew with 377th end four with 378th until there
were enough to hove o mission from our owvn squcdron, On the 6th of the
nonth we hod 16e/c which flew ¢/r in Tricr arec. They domege they inflicted
upon the encmy compenscted for Lito unoperationel doys.

The GLO's usuclly huld & aituﬂtion bricfing for 1l pilots every SO
of%on to koep them up-to~dute on the war. on the Tth, Cuobs. Corbin and
Iiﬁby geve tho lotest information _conowrning “the front linc. &sfotus, bomb i

FIEEE
linss on oll fronts, places where cllied potrols ore loc: ted, Germen

gtongpoints und meny other items of militery vealue.

The Tth of Februnry_lﬁéﬁg-markud the complction of one yeor opsrational
gyﬂi%ity. Lt. Col. Bradley, who was ceting Group C.O. in place of Col.
ﬁaﬁghlin, sent a commendcotion te &ll personnel congratulating them on thelr
tenacity, teon-work, and willingness to do & job, cud do it well. The
commendeation ghoﬁgd the Groups totels for the years operetioncl tine,
sorties flown, bomb tonmage on target aren, and totals of all cneny &/c

.rehielos,. looocs, AR guns.wbcd-damagad_and-éostxoyed for the yeor.
o ,
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. HISTORICAL SUMMARY FOR MARCH 1945

March was our second month of reletively werm weathéi.gfter”thensevere cold ,
of January. Our mud had mostly dried up end the S quadron area was & much more
pleasant place in which to welk., The herd stend thot had been constructed in six
inches of mud ond woter in lovember wos now in excellent shope with & covering
of grevel. The famous pile of coke that we hed built up ell through the winter
was still being used but was almost dapleted when we moved to Germeny early
‘in April.

Numerous pilots went to the Riveric during Moreh cnd Pronounced the climcte
and recrection therc guite superior to thet which we were accustomed to in Etein.

Licutenents Mossman cnd Colemen joincd the Squadron during the month while
Lt. Zlotnick -~ one of the members of long st.nding ~- wes trinsferrcd to Poris.

The Militcry School ot Romilly, Francc, WS cttonded S Cipt. Meryweather
for the two weeks course. The purpose of the schoocl was‘toltrain an cificer

in the Group to handle ni litery government affeirs in Germeny.

Cpl. ﬂerrlll left for tempo“a:? duty in C&nnes, France,_tne enmy of all the
nen wh o had neard about thqt land of sunshine and bccutlful Frencn glrls from
the pllota who aad v151ted tnere. - |

We were h appy to ses Cant Sullivan again uho returned from the Stutes

after hhs +h1rty aqy leava.
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HISTORTCAL SULLIARY FOR APRIL 1945

The nonth o f April vill long be renembered by the newbers of the Squadron
for the first of our nunercus noves in Gerueny. Eeriy in the nonth ve learned
that we were to nove to & bece neer Frankfurt., On the 8th of the nonth the
Ar Echelon departed and thet aflernoon tiey set up on & fauous dirigible alr-
drone south of Frankfurt. With the &id of D.P's, & ness hcll, orderly roou
supply building, and nedicel «id stution building were constructed—-cll before
th e nain body of the squadron arrived about & week leter. Fortunately, we
had perfect weather during this move and the subsequent feverish building
activity. While at Frenkfurt seversl officers and nen did an excellent job
of hoisting a large water tank to & high dirt elevation and leying pipe to the
squadron ares so thet rumning sater vwas avelleble for veshing purposes near the
living tents of the enlisted nen.

our second nove connedced the last day of April vhen the eir echelon went
to the bass they were to occupy for only three deys, necr Furth.

Four new pilots j ocined in fpril: Liecutenants Jones, Tuck, Price, and
Weedn. Ceptein Sulliven, cfter being shot down end felling into eneuy hends,
was reported to be in tn Anerican h ospitel ond soon would rejcin us. Cept.
Hanna, a ground officer of-long service in the squadron, was p?nu:ﬁﬁd to
Hajor. Lt. Willians rejoined the squedron with cn cnazing tale of eluding the

eneuy for several days after being shottdovm.
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